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COOP NEWSLETTER: JULY-AUGUST 2009 
Southeast Alaska 

 

New News                                                                                       
 
Annual Station Visits. We have all enjoyed visiting the stations and our dedicated observers that make up our 
COOP family in SE and look forward to seeing the handful of stations still on our list. 
  

Time for Training  
 

Do I dare say the word……SNOW!  The days have already gotten cooler and the flakes will be flying before 
you know it.  How about a quick quiz to get us in the mood? 
 

                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

The Share Lair 

                                                                                        

1. Do you know where your snow board is? 
2. Do you know where your snow stick is?  
3. Does your snow stake need adjustment? 
4. What units do I report snowfall in? 
5. When should I measure snowfall? 
6. How do I report snow on the ground? 
7. It might snow, should I do anything to the rain 

gauge? 
8. It snowed, how can I get a water equivalent? 
9. It snowed with strong winds, almost nothing fell in 

the rain gauge.  How can I get a measurement, both 
liquid and snowfall? 

10. When no snow falls and/or there is no snow on the 
ground, what should I report? 

A burning sunset!   
 

With fires in the interior and 
Canada in July the effects were 

seen in Ketchikan.  Here is a 
sunset seen from Bill and Wynn’s 

home on 11 July. 

Cooperative Station Observations NWS Observing Handbook No. 2 on line at: 
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/coop/Publications/coophandbook2.pdf 

The morning after heavy snow covered the 
Juneau area on January 9th, 2009. 

 
Kimberly’s car in her driveway.  

Oh yes she loves her snow blower!
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   Just for Fun    
 

                                                                       
 

 
 

 
If you have any questions, comments or concerns about this or any other COOP matter, feel free to contact us. 
 
In Juneau: 907-790-6824                                            Kimberly Vaughan:  kimberly.vaughan@noaa.gov 
Outside of Juneau: 1-877-807-8943                           Cory VanPelt:  cory.vanpelt@noaa.gov 
                                                                                    Nikki Becker: nichole.becker@noaa.gov       
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writer: Kimberly Vaughan (OPL) 
Editor: Nikki Becker (HMT) 
 

Other observations taken around SE 
by COOP stations. 

 
River levels:  WFO Juneau on the 

Mendenhall River,  
Hyder on the Salmon River 

and in Skagway on the Skagway River. 
  

Soil Temperature: Haines #2 
 

Sea Surface Temperature: Pt. Baker 

Answers:  
1. & 2. If you do, that is great.  But if you are not sure, then this would be 

a good time to look, before the snow flies. 
3. Not all stations have snow stakes.  But if you do, it is easier to adjust 
them before the ground freezes. 
4. To the nearest tenth of an inch: 0.0. 
5. Anytime! Here are just a few examples: When it stops, after a heavy 
shower, when it starts to melt, before going to bed.  Only clear the board 
once a day at your normal observation time. 
6. Measure snow in an undisturbed area taking the average depth. 
7. Anytime it might snow, the funnel and inner tube should be removed.  
For many stations this means removing them from November through 
March. 
8. The snow will fall into the rain gauge (minus the funnel and inner tube). 
This snow will need to be melted and measured like rain fall.  Remember 
to measure and subtract any warm water you may have used to melt the 
snow. 
9. When this happens the best thing to do is to find an area of new snow 
that is at the estimated depth of the snowfall.  Using the rain gauge take a 
core sample, melt it and measure as usual. 
10. When there is no snow to report enter a “0”.  This also needs to be 
entered in WXCoder. 

Richard, 
Summer Intern, 
gets ready to 
take a river 
reading on the 
Mendenhall 
River. June 
2009.  Reading 
are taken daily 
from April – 
November. 


